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U-S Education Secretary Arne Duncan urged Minnesota lawmakers today (Fri) to pass
legislation that would create alternative ways for people to become teachers.

Duncan told a crowd of education and business leaders in Minneapolis that Minnesota has a
great track record of education reform, but issues like teacher licensure also show
complacency.

"The fact that this state hasn't been more open around alternative certification for teachers
doesn't make sense to me," Duncan said. "I think what we want is more great teachers in
nation's classrooms wherever they come from. And we should hold everyone accountable - we
should hold them to a high bar. Accountable, but being really creative there."

The state's teachers' union opposed alternative licensure last year. Education Minnesota says it
does support the effort this year but only under circumstances that don't lessen the rigor
needed to become a teacher.

Duncan also told the crowd that the business community hasn't been active enough in
education debates.

You can listen to Duncan's full speech here: Listen

Thanks to MPR's Tom Weber for the audio.
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